Institute Director
of Future Cities
Research Institute

Candidate Pack May 2019
Closing Date: Thursday 18 July 2019 | Ref: A2688
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40 mins from the world

I
=

-
~

=
=
=
-
=

—
=

S LU NN IR I AT

|

i 1)

|

[

i)
i)
i
' ‘II .: -
TN E N

WINTH 'NTHNTE TN B

TR T

_' = -

s e ]

RIWINTNTETN

1

U0 B B RN BN L TR
OV BN BN NN NN RN ONW N )

'WTHTHTHTHTNTR




The Role

Department/College
0.5FTE Lancaster University;
0.5FTE Sunway University

Directly responsible to

Pro-Vice Chancellor Research & Enterprise,
Lancaster University; Provost, Sunway
University

Supervisory responsibility for
FCRI Dedicated staff

Contracting Institute for role
Lancaster University and Sunway University
(Dual appointment)

Other contacts

Internal:

Pro Vice-Chancellors (PVCs), Faculty Deans,
Heads of Department, Faculty Associate Deans
for Research, other Institute Directors, Directors
and management of Professional Services,
members of faculties relating to future cities
research, research, enterprise and business
partnership staff within the two universities,
academic and professional staff supporting

the LU and Sunway partnership directly and
indirectly. The post will also report to the
LLancaster University/Sunway University jointly
run Future Cities Research Institute Board.

External:
Experts at peer research institutes and
international centres of excellence.

Research Councils, academics in other
universities, central and local governments.

Researchers, middle and senior management
in industry with relevant interest and expertise
related to the Future Cities Research Institute.

Professional bodies, national laboratories,
research institutes, the technical press, and
other bodies with an interest in Future Cities
Research Institute.

Job Purpose:

To create a World Class Sunway/Lancaster
Future Cities Joint Research Institute (FCRI),
which would build on existing strengths in
Sunway and Lancaster, complementing the
work of the Jeffrey Sachs Center on Sustainable
Development, and capitalising on Tan Sri Dato’
Seri Dr Jeffrey Cheah's pioneering leadership
in developing sustainable urban environments.
The Institute will maximise the impact of the
wide variety of relevant, world-leading research
undertaken at Lancaster University, and build
on existing research collaborations between
the two institutions. Initially the FCRI will focus
on the two broad themes of Digital Cities and
Sustainable Cities, with the aim of establishing
a third Theme Liveable Cities at a later stage.
Academic staff from across both institutions
will be encouraged to engage with FCRI and will
be supported to seek complementary external
funding through traditional research channels
and from business sources in the UK, Malaysia,
and internationally, to sustain and grow FCRI
research activities.

The creation of a new joint research institute
between Sunway and Lancaster Universities
will make a major contribution to the global
conversation on sustainable cities, helping

to tackle major global challenges associated
with the rapid urbanisation currently being
seen across the global south. FCRI formation
is extremely timely as the future of our cities
is a critical concern. The FCRI will create

an innovative, interactive platform for joint
research activities, training, education and
engagement across the future cities agenda.
Its multi-disciplinary approach to research will
help to tackle many of the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

The FCRI Director will lead the institute activities
with the help of a FCRI management group. The
Director will have overall responsibility for the
academic strategy, financial performance and
success of FCRI. Together this senior FCRI team
will oversee the running of the institute, ensuring
it meets its key deliverables/ expected outputs,
and develop and implement a sustainable model
to ensure the longevity of the institute.

This exciting new institute will be housed at the
Sunway University Campus in Sunway City, near
Kuala Lumpur, but with academic expertise and
research activity on both sites. The position will
involve regular travel to Lancaster in the UK and will
involve close working relationships with key FCRI
staff at both institutions.

Major Duties

1. To lead the development of the Future Cities
Research Institute — a joint initiative, which would
build on existing research and teaching strengths
in both Sunway and Lancaster universities.

2. To oversee the strategic direction of the institute
as well as day-to-day management and decision-
making.

3. To facilitate and support the work currently in
development within the two initial research
themes.

4. To lead both strategic and operational initiatives of
the Future Cities Research Institute that integrate
across faculties/schools and the two universities.
To stimulate other initiatives to be led by others
within the Institute.

5. To co-ordinate responses to major research calls,
and to engage with key industrial and public sector
organisations in the relevant sectors.

6. To chair and have overall responsibility for the
FCRI Management Board

7. To work in partnership with the FCRI academic
theme leaders to, stimulate and undertake
externally funded research in key areas related
to future cities, complementing and enhancing
existing activities at Lancaster and Sunway
universities. To ensure that the research
undertaken is of international excellence in terms
of scope and impact, leading to the publication of
top-quality research outputs of high impact and
policy engagement.

8. To be involved in the development of new taught
programmes at undergraduate and postgraduate
level in future cities, taking into account the
influence of policy and current trends in national
and international directives, and to take a
coordinating role in the strategic direction and

philosophy of such courses. This will require close
liaison with appropriate colleagues and academic
teams in Sunway and Lancaster Universities.

9. To implement PhD, post-doctoral and other
funded student-focused research activity within
the Institute.

10. To further integrate the Future Cities Research
Institute to support the academic needs of
industry, central government and other partners
across the evolving portfolio of needs in relation
to this area.

11. To contribute to the wider objectives of
Lancaster and Sunway Universities within the
governance structure between the two partners.

12. To have overall responsibility for the research
activities of the institute and to work closely with
the Sunway and Lancaster management teams
for matters associated with teaching and wider
engagement opportunities.

13. To play a major role in the development of longer
term sustainability of the institute through the
development of a new joint Masters, MOQOCs,
training and development opportunities and
external funding.

14. To prioritise the work of the institute to ensure
sustainability.

15. To support institute staff in the development
of research grants, creating and exploiting
networking opportunities, raising the profile of
the institute, etc.

16. To form and maintain strong networks with key
stakeholders.

17. To work closely with industrial and other third
sector organisations to ensure impact and
potential funding routes.

18. To manage the financial responsibilities of
the institute in line with the management and
government structure.

19. To undertake world-leading research in a relevant
area, including publishing high quality research
outputs, consistent with being a Professor at
Sunway and Lancaster universities.



Person Specification

Criteria Essential/ How it will be assessed
Desirable

Substantial academic experience at a recognised University. Essential Application Form/Interview

Proven ability to provide strategic leadership and to drive Essential Application Form/Interview

innovation and excellence

Willingness to work in Malaysia with regular travel between Essential Application Form/Interview

Lancaster and Sunway.

Excellent management, communication and presentation skills, | Essential Interview

able to represent Lancaster/ Sunway University partnership.

A PhD or equivalent academic record. Essential Application Form

International research profile Essential Interview

Ability to work flexibly in multidisciplinary team context and Essential Application Form/Interview

work collaboratively with partners both within the University and

outside.

Experience of developing new programmes of study at PG level | Desirable Application Form/Interview

Experience of working in multilingual and multicultural settings. Desirable Application Form

Working knowledge of an Asian language Desirable Application Form/Interview

* Application Form — assessed against the covering letter and curriculum vitae. Evidence will be “scored” as part of the
shortlisting process.

* Interview — assessed during the interview process by either competency based interview questions, tests,
presentation etc.




Process and Timeframe

Applications should consist of a CV accompanied by a covering letter addressing the
criteria in the person specification.

Closing date for receipt of applications: Thursday 18th July 2019

The Institute Director of Future Cities Research Institute will be appointed by a formal
Selection Committee who will hold a candidate review meeting shortly after the closing
Date. A longlist of candidates will be invited to an informal skype discussion and following
this notifications will be sent to shortlisted candidates who will be invited to formal
interview.

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to attend formal interviews on the Sunway campus
in September 2019 and it is expected that candidates will be able to travel to Malaysia
for this.

Informal questions regarding the post should be directed to Professor Peter Heard
(Sunway, Malaysia) at pheard@sunway.edu.my or Professor Stephen Decent (Lancaster,
UK) s.decent@lancaster.ac.uk

An appointment will be made subject to satisfactory references, in line with the usual terms
and conditions of employment at the university.

The position will be for an initial three-year period, but with the possibility of renewing for a
further term. On completion of the term as Director, the appointee may take up a full-time
postin an appropriate academic department at Lancaster and/or Sunway.
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Recruitment Statement

We want to provide you with full information at an early stage to enable you to make
an informed decision as to whether you are committed to pursuing this position and
to outline the University’'s expectations of all candidates taking part in our recruitment
process.

Once you have reviewed the information below, and in fairness to everyone concerned,
we would ask that you give serious consideration to proceeding further with this process if
you think you may not accept the position should it be offered to you.

We will support you as much as possible during the recruitment process and are happy to
discuss any concerns you may have. We would ask you to agree to undertaking a positive,
open, and transparent dialogue with us throughout the recruitment process, raising
qguestions and any concerns as early as possible.

Lancaster University & Sunway University engages in a variety of domestic and
international benchmarking exercises to ensure we are extremely competitive in the levels
of reward and recognition we provide, therefore we are confident that any offer made will
be strong and competitive. If you are happy to continue in your application for the position
in light of the above expectations, we would very much look forward to hearing from you.
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Lancaster University, Lancaster, LA1 4YW
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www.lancaster.ac.uk

“We make campus an inspiring place to be.”






